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§648.145

(C) Ungalvanized or uncoated iron
wire of 0.094 inches (2.4 mm) diameter
or smaller.

(ii) The use of a single non-degrad-
able retention device designed to pre-
vent loss of the ghost panel after the
degradable materials have failed is per-
mitted, provided the device does not
impair the egress design function of
the ghost panel by obstructing the
opening or by preventing the panel
from opening at such time that the de-
gradable fasteners have completely de-
teriorated.

[76 FR 60637, Sept. 29, 2011]

§648.145 Black sea bass possession
limit.

(a) From January 1 through February
28, no person shall possess more than 15
black sea bass in, or harvested from,
the EEZ unless that person is the
owner or operator of a fishing vessel
issued a black sea bass moratorium
permit, or is issued a black sea bass
dealer permit. From May 19 through
October 14, and from November 1
through December 31, no person shall
possess more than 25 black sea bass in,
or harvested from, the EEZ unless that
person is the owner or operator of a
fishing vessel issued a black sea bass
moratorium permit, or is issued a
black sea bass dealer permit. Persons
aboard a commercial vessel that is not
eligible for a black sea bass morato-
rium permit may not retain more than
15 black sea bass from January 1
through February 29, or more than 25
black sea bass from May 19 through Oc-
tober 14 and from November 1 through
December 31. The owner, operator, and
crew of a charter or party boat issued
a black sea bass moratorium permit
are subject to the possession limit
when carrying passengers for hire or
when carrying more than five crew
members for a party boat, or more
than three crew members for a charter
boat. This possession limit may be ad-
justed pursuant to the procedures in
§648.142.

(b) If whole black sea bass are proc-
essed into fillets, an authorized officer
will convert the number of fillets to
whole black sea bass at the place of
landing by dividing fillet number by
two. If black sea bass are filleted into
a single (butterfly) fillet, such fillet

50 CFR Ch. VI (10-1-12 Edition)

shall be deemed to be from one whole
black sea bass.

(c) Black sea bass harvested by ves-
sels subject to the possession limit
with more than one person aboard may
be pooled in one or more containers.
Compliance with the daily possession
limit will be determined by dividing
the number of black sea bass on board
by the number of persons aboard, other
than the captain and the crew. If there
is a violation of the possession limit on
board a vessel carrying more than one
person, the violation shall be deemed
to have been committed by the owner
and operator of the vessel.

(d) Owners or operators of otter trawl
vessels issued a moratorium permit
under §648.4(a)(7) and fishing with, or
possessing on board, nets or pieces of
net that do not meet the minimum
mesh requirements specified in
§648.144(a) and that are not stowed in
accordance with §648.144(a)(4) may not
retain more than 500 1b (226.8 kg) of
black sea bass from January 1 through
March 31, or more than 100 1b (45.4 kg)
of black sea bass from April 1 through
December 31. Black sea bass on board
these vessels shall be stored so as to be
readily available for inspection in a
standard 100-1b (45.4-kg) tote.

[76 FR 60638, Sept. 29, 2011, as amended at 77
FR 30431, May 23, 2012]

§648.146 Black sea bass recreational
fishing season.

Vessels that are not eligible for a
moratorium permit under §648.4(a)(7),
and fishermen subject to the possession
limit specified in §648.145(a), may pos-
sess black sea bass from January 1
through February 28, May 19 through
October 14, and November 1 through
December 31, unless this time period is
adjusted pursuant to the procedures in
§648.142.

[77 FR 30431, May 23, 2012]

§648.147 Black sea bass minimum fish
sizes.

(a) Moratorium (commercially) per-
mitted wvessels. The minimum size for
black sea bass is 11 inches (27.94 cm)
total length for all vessels issued a
moratorium permit under §648.4(a)(7)
that fish for, possess, land or retain
black sea bass in or from U.S. waters of
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